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Types of Abrasive Materials Used in Sandblasting and Their 
Application 

 
In the competitive sectors of metal manufacturing and fabrication across Toronto, the 
Greater Toronto Area (GTA), Ontario, and the USA, ensuring the longevity and durability of 
coatings is critical. Industrial sandblasting plays a crucial role in this context, not only 
preparing surfaces for coating but also significantly enhancing the adherence and 
effectiveness of protective finishes, thereby dramatically extending their lifespan. 
 

Understanding Industrial Sandblasting and Exploring its Benefits! 
Industrial sandblasting is a potent cleaning and finishing method where abrasive materials 
are propelled at high speed onto a surface to clean it or alter its properties. This technique is 
essential for removing existing coatings, rust, or contaminants that could impair the quality 
of a new coating. Effective surface preparation is the cornerstone for any successful coating 
application, making sandblasting a critical pre-treatment step in industries ranging from 
aerospace to construction. 
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Key Benefits of Industrial Sandblasting 

Industrial sandblasting offers several advantages that make it an indispensable part of the 
manufacturing and fabrication process: 

 Enhanced Adhesion: Properly sandblasted surfaces provide a roughened texture that 
promotes better adhesion for subsequent coatings. This is essential for ensuring that 
coatings last longer and perform better, regardless of the environmental conditions they 
face. 

 Increased Durability: By ensuring coatings adhere better, sandblasting helps prolong the 
protective layer’s life, thereby extending the lifespan of the entire structure or component. 
This process is particularly beneficial for structures that are exposed to harsh conditions or 
heavy usage that might otherwise degrade them prematurely. 

 Cost-Effective Maintenance: With enhanced adhesion and durability, the need for frequent 
recoating due to premature wear and tear decreases, leading to significant long-term 
savings. This makes sandblasting an economically advantageous option for large-
scale industrial projects. 

 Uniformity and Consistency: Sandblasting provides a uniform surface for coating, which is 
critical in achieving a consistent, high-quality finish. This uniformity is essential for 
aesthetic purposes and functional applications where surface irregularities could lead to 
performance issues. 

 Versatility: Sandblasting can be used on a variety of materials, including metals, plastics, 
glass, and even wood. This versatility makes it an ideal choice for multiple sectors within 
manufacturing and construction, where different materials may need to be prepared for 
painting or sealing. 

 Improved Safety: Removing surface contaminants like oil, grease, and other hazardous 
substances through sandblasting can reduce the risk of accidents and improve the overall  

 safety of the working environment. This is especially important in industries where surface 
cleanliness is critical to safe operations. 

Types of Abrasives Used in Industrial Sandblasting 
Industrial sandblasting is a highly effective method for preparing surfaces, which is crucial in 
ensuring the durability and adherence of coatings. The choice of abrasive material is 
fundamental in achieving the desired finish and preserving the integrity of the coating. Here 
is an expanded overview of some commonly used abrasives in industrial sandblasting, 
highlighting their properties, benefits, and specific applications: 

Steel Grit 
Steel Grit is valued for its fast-cutting properties and is predominantly used to remove old 
coatings and prepare surfaces for robust new coatings. It is particularly effective on hard, 
tough surfaces where aggressiveness is needed to cut through existing material. Steel grit is  
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angular in shape, which helps it etch into metal surfaces and provides an ideal profile for 
coating adherence. 

Applications: Steel grit blasting is ideal for aggressive cleaning and fast stripping of heavy 

rust, scale, or old paint from steel structures such as bridges, ships, and large tanks. 

Aluminum Oxide 
Aluminum Oxide stands out for its hardness and sharp edges, offering precision and speed 
in sandblasting operations. This abrasive is durable and can be reused multiple times, 
making it a cost-effective option. Aluminum oxide penetrates deep into the surface, which is 
excellent for creating a textured finish that enhances paint adhesion. 

Applications: Used extensively in the preparation of surfaces that require an extra level of 
care and precision, such as in the aerospace industry for turbine blades, engine 
components, and airframes. 

Glass Beads 
Glass Beads are a gentler abrasive, often chosen for their ability to impart a clean, bright, 
satin or matte finish without causing dimensional changes to the workpiece. This abrasive is 
excellent for softer materials or when a smoother finish is required without damaging the 
underlying surface. 

Applications: Perfect for cleaning and finishing softer metals like aluminum and brass, as 
well as plastic and fiberglass. It is also used for peening applications to relieve stress in 
critical aerospace components. 

Garnet 
Garnet is a natural mineral abrasive, which is sharp, hard, and dense, making it a versatile 
and general-purpose abrasive. It is used for both blasting and waterjet cutting applications. 
Garnet provides high performance, maintaining relatively low dust levels, which makes it 
environmentally friendly. 

Applications: Suitable for a broad range of sectors, including fabrication, maintenance, and 
repair. It is often used for blasting pipelines, marine structures, and water tanks to prepare 
surfaces for high-performance coatings. 

Silicon Carbide 
Silicon Carbide is the hardest abrasive available, commonly used for applications involving 
glass, stone, and other extremely hard materials. This abrasive has sharp synthetic mineral 
grains that cut fast and produce an extremely smooth surface. 
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Applications: Effective in abrasive blasting treatments that require high precision and 
minimal disruption to the substrate, such as in the engraving of monument stones and the 
etching of glass. 

Bicarbonate of Soda 
Bicarbonate of Soda (baking soda) is used for softer, more delicate operations. This soluble 
abrasive is known for its ability to remove contaminants without damaging the substrate. 
It’s particularly useful when other abrasives are too harsh, such as in the restoration of 
historically significant items or delicate parts. 

Applications: Used in automotive restoration, fire damage restoration, and cleaning of 
sensitive electrical components and similarly delicate items where other abrasives might 
cause damage. 

Each type of abrasive offers unique benefits and is chosen based on the specific 
requirements of the project, including the type of surface material, the desired finish, and 
environmental considerations. Understanding these options helps ensure that the right 
abrasive is selected for optimal results in industrial sandblasting operations. 

 

Choosing the Right Sandblasting Service! 
When selecting a sandblasting service in Toronto, the Greater Toronto Area (GTA) in 
Canada, and the USA, it’s important to partner with a provider that upholds the highest 
industry standards. Professional Powder Coating Ltd. exemplifies such standards, integrating 
expert knowledge with stringent quality controls to deliver exceptional surface preparation 
solutions. 

At Professional Powder Coating Ltd., we uphold the highest standards as a reliable powder 
coating applicator and customize our services to meet the specific needs of our clients in 
Toronto, the GTA, and beyond. Our dedication to excellence ensures that your projects 
achieve the best possible results with longevity and durability. Contact us today to discover 
how our expert sandblasting services can enhance your next project and elevate your 
production standards to the next level. 

 

Original Source: https://www.legendwrites.com/types-of-abrasive-materials-used-in-
sandblasting-and-their-application/ 
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